We tried writing consecutive numbers on post-it notes and moving them around and noticed that whatever numbers we started with, we got a maximum of 31 and a minimum of 7.  We wrote S for Start number on a post-it and three more with s+1, s+2 and s+3.  The maximum was easy to find:
	Tens column
	Units column

	S+3
	S+2

	s
	S+1

	
	

	3
	1



The minimum was harder to think about and we accidentally got negative answers so we went back to the numbers and experimented until we saw the pattern.  We used the S-notes to make this subtraction:
	Tens column
	Units column

	S+2
	S

	S+1
	S+3



We had to take one ten out of the tens column and put it into the units columns to be able to subtract.

	Tens column
	Units column

	S+1
	S+10

	S+1
	S+3

	
	

	
	7



