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The biggest possible number you could make is the original 3 bottom numbers plus 3.
) (
If you change the order of the bottom numbers then the top number will change.
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The equation for the number 
at the top is a
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There will be more than 1 set of possible numbers.
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This time, a=11, b=1 and c=2. 
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Choose three single-digit numbers and write them in the bottom row of the pyramid.

Full Sc

enter 3 numbers

Try some different numbers.
Can you work out how the numbers in the upper layers are generated?

Here are some questions to consider:

+ Given the numbers on the bottom layer in order, can you find a quick way to work out the
number at the top?

+ If you change the order of the numbers on the bottom layer, will the top number change?

+ If you can rearrange the numbers on the bottom layer, can you find a quick way to work out
the largest possible number that could go at the top?

+ Given the number at the top, how can you come up with possible numbers to go at the
‘bottom?

Test out your observations and insights. You could use big numbers, small numbers, negative
‘numbers, decimals...
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Can you explain it algebraically?
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