Fast Forward                                                                                          Sticky Numbers


Sticky Numbers
We started off listing the square numbers that were relevant to the set of numbers. They ranged from 4 to 25. These were the only square numbers that would be possible to make with the given numbers when added. 

Then we laid out a table as below:

	4
	9
	16
	25

	1, 3
	7,2
	1,15
	17,8

	
	8,1
	2,14
	16,9

	
	3,6
	3,13
	15,10

	
	4,5
	4,12
	14,11

	
	
	5,11
	13,12

	
	
	6,10
	

	
	
	7,9
	



[image: image1.emf]This shows the possibilities of making the particular square number with the neighbouring given numbers if they were put in such order. This would help us to choose the number to be put next in order when working out the order. 

First we thought about what to place in the start and what to place in the end of the sequence. We had noticed that 17 had no other partner than 8 and to 17 can only have 8 next to it. We decided to place 17 last on the list. Then we saw that 16 also had no other partner than 9. Therefore we placed 16 in front followed by 9. 

In front 16 was followed by 9, and 9 was followed by 7 as this would only make 16 as 25 has already been made with the starting 16. 

Through this method we worked out various parts of the sequence and then gradually fitted it together to form a successful sequence which looks like this:

16, 9, 7, 2, 14, 11, 5, 4, 12, 13, 3, 6, 10, 15, 1, 8, 17
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